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Circumftances of the Obfervation will the more
readily difcover whether the Declination is Eafterly or
Wefterly.

N. B. Though it would be very commendable in
Gentlemen who ufe the Sea, to learn the Names of
motft of the principal Fix'd Stars, yet even that Know-
Iedge is not neceflary in the Ufe of this Inftrument :
Neither is it needful in this Cafe to know exaétly the
Latitude of the Place of Obfervation, provided the

Difference of Latitude between the Obfervations.be

not very great : It is fufficient, that Care be taken to
obferve the felf-fame Star, before it comesto the Me-
ridian, and after it has pafs'd it; and for the fake of
greater Exa@nefs, the Caution before given fhould be
regarded, to wit, That the Star be at fome confider-
able Height above the Horizon, and alfo near the prime
Vertical.

XIV. An Account of a Book prefented to the
Royal Society, and intituled, Notitia Hun-
gariz novx Hiftorico-Geographica, &,
Aunétore Match. Belio. By the Reverend
Zachary Pearce, D. D.F.R.S. &O.

HE Author of this Work is the Reverend
Matthias Bell, a Pattor among the Lutherans
at Presburg in Hungary. About twelve Years ago
he publifh’d an Account of what he intended to
exccutes and by the Encouragement of his prefent

Imperial Majefty, and fome of the Nobility, he went
on
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on with it, notwithftanding many Difficulties, which
(as he tells us) he met with in the Undertaking, and
publif’d the firt Volume laft Year.

This firk Volume is to be follow’d by feveral
others; for the Kingdom of Hungary includes 48
Diftri&ts or Counties, and this Volume gives an Ac-
count of only one of them, and indeed is chicfly
taken up with the Hiftory of the'City of Presbury
(or Pifonium, as he calls it); which, though inferior
in other refpeds to the City Buda, is the Place where
the Emperors (as Kings of Hungary) are crown'd,
where the States of the Kingdom aflemble, and the
Courts of Juftice are held.

This Volume confifts of two Parts. The Firlt is
general, and gives an Account of the phyfical and
political State of the whole Diftri&t or County of
Pifonium, defcribing its Soil, Produce, Rivers, the
Temperature of its Air, the Naturc of its Inhabitants ;
its antient Inhabitants and prefent ones, its Nobility,
Magiftrates, and whatfocver belongs to the naturdl
and political Hiftory of the Diftrict.

The fecond Part (which is much the largeft) is
taken up with the Defcription of the City Presburg;
where the Author is very copious and elaborate in
fetting forth every thing that rclates to it: Pafticu-
larly its antient State under the feveral Nations who
poflefs'd it, and its prefent State under the Auftrian
Family ; all its Privileges and Prerogatives, efpecially
of the Inauguration of their Kings, which he deferibes
in all its Parts, even to a moft minute Exaltnefs.
He then enters into a Detail of the prefent State of
the City, its Churches, and other public Buildings,
its Magiftrates, Iflands adjoining, and the Country
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round about s Walls; leaving to the next Volume
the Defcription of the four other Cities or principal
Towns, which are fituated in the {fame Diftrict.

The Work is printed after a moft beautiful and
cxpcnf' ive manner, with all the Ornaments of En-
gravings that may fet it off to the beft Advantage.
There arc two different Profpedts of the City Pres-
burg, and a Map of the whole Diftri, which feems
to be very accurately taken, and is made by Samuel
Mikovinius, a noble Hungarian, and Member of the
Royal Society of Berlin. Every other Diftritt is to
Yave a Map of it plac’d before the Defcription of it:
And the Maps arc¢ made in an Aftronomico-Geome-
trical Method, upon a careful Survey of each Di-
ftrik ; for which laborious Work the States of the
Kingdom. of Hungary, by Order of the Emperor,
were pleas’d to give him all manner of Encourage-
ment and Afliftance: As they have likewife to Mr.
Matthias Bell, the Author of the Defcription, to
which the Maps are prefix’d.

Upon the whole, fhould this Author live long
enough (if any Life be long enough) for the finith-
ing of fo very extenfive a Defign, the Libraries of the
Learned will receive a great Addition, which may
not only gratify their Curiofity, but afford Mattcr of
Improvement in the Hittory of Hungary.
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